
Introduction

In early 2015 we prepared initial designs  
to improve South Kensington Tube  
station, including increasing capacity  
and providing step-free access.

Discussions with local resident groups, cultural organisations,  
and the officers and council leadership from the Royal Borough  
of Kensington and Chelsea have helped us develop proposals that  
meet the needs of customers, while ensuring the changes are in  
keeping with both the building and the area.

We now want to share these proposals with local residents,  
businesses and customers as we continue to develop these plans and 
before we apply for listed building consent from the Royal Borough. 



History and today

1868
South Kensington station opened. As one of 
the oldest Tube stations on the network, it’s no 
no stranger to change; all elements have been 
modified over the years for operational needs, 
repairs and routine maintenance.

1871
The station was widened to the south to allow  
the two rival companies (the Metropolitan 
Railway and the Metropolitan District Railway) 
to run trains on their own dedicated tracks  
and platforms. A reversing track was added  
and the tracks were covered by a glazed roof. 
 

1885
The pedestrian subway was built to link the 
station to the museums of Albertopolis.  

1907
The construction of the electric Piccadilly  
line prompted a modernisation of the station.  
The Metropolitan District Railway’s architect,  
George Sherrin, designed a new entrance to  
the District line that included a shopping  
arcade, a new ticket hall space and canopies  
over the platforms. 

1871 – Glazed barrel roof  
© TfL from the London Transport Museum collection

1907 – Sherrin ticket hall 
© TfL from the London Transport Museum collection 



History and today

1907
The architect for the Piccadilly line, Leslie Green, 
provided a new ticket hall building that provided 
access to the deep-level platforms via stairs 
and lifts. The building featured the typical Leslie 
Green oxblood red, glazed terracotta façade.

 

Late 20th century 
In 1966 the reversing track separating the central 
platforms was decommissioned and filled in to 
make the wide island platform that’s in use today. 
The two outside platforms were closed, and the 
tracks and passenger access removed. 

In 1970 escalators were installed from the ticket 
hall to the Piccadilly line. The ticket hall was 
extended in 1987.         

Today, with its easy access to nearby museums, 
South Kensington station is one of the 20 busiest 
Tube stations.

Piccadilly line entrance, designed by Leslie Green



Benefits
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Station improvements will be delivered in phases, starting with work to  
increase capacity. Benefits will include:

•  Quicker journeys, thanks to less congestion 

•  Step-free access from street to District and Circle line platforms from 2022, 
followed by step-free access to the Piccadilly line

• Restored heritage features

•  Improvements to residential properties around the station, and better quality 
advertising and retail space

•  Keeping the station open from early 2018 while Piccadilly line services are  
not stopping at the station to replace all five escalators



Capacity improvements

Ticket hall (paid side), artist’s impression

Ticket hall (unpaid side), artist’s impression

Our proposals include:

• A reconfigured, updated and larger ticket hall

• A new staircase between the ticket hall and the new platform



Elevation of new platform and canopy, artist’s impression

New platform facing east and canopy, artist’s impression

New stair access from ticket hall, artist’s impression

New platform facing west, artist’s impression

New passenger overbridge, artist’s impression

• A new dedicated platform for eastbound District and Circle line services 

• A canopy over the new platform designed to complement the historic retaining wall  

•  An overbridge between the District line platforms to provide an interchange  
from the Piccadilly line



Other improvements 
around the station
We are looking to develop the property that we own around the station,  
to provide new homes and commercial space. Refurbishment of the buildings  
would enhance their appearance while remaining in keeping with the area.    

The main projects will likely include:

•  Refurbishment of 20-34 Thurloe Street, including a new station entrance  
with step-free access to the ticket hall 

•  Development on the north side of Pelham Street with a terrace of  
homes and commercial space

• Restoration of the historic shopfronts in the station arcade

•  Restoration of the ‘Bullnose’ and the addition of a first floor  
to provide commercial space

‘Bullnose’, artist’s impression

Thurloe Street, artist’s impression Pelham Street, artist’s impression



Project timeline

Summer 2016
Listed building consent application submitted

2017 and 2018
Capacity improvements and Piccadilly line escalators replaced

Autumn 2016
Public exhibition on proposed around station development

From 2022
Step-free access to the District and Circle lines

From 2025
Step-free access to the Piccadilly line 

‘Around station’ improvements

From 2017/18
Planning applications for around station elements

From 2018/19 
Around station development begins


