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Research Guide No 32:  London Aircraft Production Group (LAPG) 

L ondon A ircraft P roduction G roup (L AP G ) was  s et up in 1941 by the Minis try of 
A ircraft P roduction (MAP ), to manufacture and ass emble the Handley P age Halifax, a 
four-engined heavy bomber.  T he bomber was  des igned to be built in sections  that 
could be ass embled quickly. 

Halifax production s tarted with the Mark II and moved on to the improved Mark III as  
the war went on. 

T he firs t aircraft to be built was  a 
Halifax Mark II, R AF  S erial No 
B B 189, officially handed over on 6 
J anuary 1942.  T he las t one, a 
Halifax Mark III, R AF  S erial No 
P N460, named “L ondon P ride”, 
was  handed over on 16 April 1945.  

A ltogether, the L AP G  produced 
710 aircraft, an important 
contribution to the war effort. 

O verall res pons ibility for the L AP G  was  given to the L ondon P as s enger T rans port 
B oard, and the G roup was  cons tituted as  follows : 
 

1. L ondon P ass enger T rans port B oard  (L P T B ), at  

• C his wick Works  (res pons ible for the detailed parts  for the centre 
s ection and the front fuselage) 

• Aldenham Works  (res pons ible for the complete centre s ection, and 
ins tallation of the front fus elage and engines ) 

• White C ity (res pons ible for the engine cowlings , s tores  and spares ) 



• L eaves den A irfield, near Watford (res pons ible for final ass embly and 
flight tes ts  before handing over to the R AF ). 

2. C hrys ler Motors  L td of K ew (res pons ible for the complete rear fus elage) 

3. D uple Motor B odies  L td of Hendon (res pons ible for the front fus elage s hell) 

4. E xpres s  Motor and B ody Works  L td at E nfield (res pons ible for the tailplane 
and intermediate wings ) 

5. P ark R oyal C oachworks  L td (res pons ible for the outer wings  and engine 
cowlings ) 

A ll of the s eparate components  were delivered to L eaves den airfield by road, for final 
as s embly. 

 

Key archival records  

Ref No Title Date 
L T 001503/001 B aker S treet and Waterloo R ailway Act 1893 

L T 000346/090/010 S hort His tory and D escription of the 
B aker S treet & Waterloo R ailway by S ir 
E dwin C ornwall MP  

1906 

L T 000346/009/090 L ondon E lectric R ailway (B akerloo L ine)  
E xtens ion from E dgware R oad to 
P addington 

1913 

L T 001208/114 G olden J ubilee of the B akerloo 1956 

L T 000512/001-002 Development P roposals  – P oss ible 
E xtens ion beyond E lephant & C as tle 

Circa 1930 

L T 001087/011 P lanned E xtens ion to C amberwell & 
over S outhern R ailway R outes  -
S tatis tics , C orrespondence and Maps  

Circa 1930 

L T 002032/104/003 Maida Vale S tation Drawings  nd 

L T 001893/002 A B rief His tory of the L ine 1973 

L T 000287/217 O pening of B ooking Hall at C haring 
C ross  

1983 

L T 000254/1864/001-
002 

B akerloo L ine R olling S tock F ormations  1960-1978 

L T 000261/020 O ne-person O peration of T rains  on 
B akerloo: Authority for S tation Works , 
C onvers ion of R olling S tock and for 
Ins tallation of T rain R adio North of 
Q ueen’s  P ark 

1987 

L T 000044/015 B ooklet commemorating opening of 
new P iccadilly C ircus  s tation D ecember 
1928; P ress  Information in connection 
with modernisation of s tations  at 
Waterloo (1962/67) and Marylebone 

1928; 1962-
1967 
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(1963) 

L T 00254/1545 P roposed E xtens ion to C amberwell: 
C ivil E ngineering, R olling S tock 
R equirements  and C ancellation thereof 

1930-1951 

L T 000740/015 L ondon P assenger T ransport P ool: 
R eport to S tanding J oint C ommittee on 
C onstruction of New L ine between 
B aker S treet and F inchley R oad, R e-
s ignalling of E xis ting B akerloo L ine 

1937 

L T 000694/678 P roposed C amberwell E xtens ion 1931-1955 

L T 000239/018 C orrespondence, R eports , Maps  and a 
C opy of an Agreement on the P roposed 
C amberwell/P eckham R ye E xtens ion 

1971-1978 

L T 000294/103-107 P roposed P eckham E xtens ion 1969-1974 

L T 000345/017 R eport on T ube E xtens ions  in S outh 
L ondon 

1957 

L T 000341/159/011 F lood G ates  on the B akerloo L ine 1939 

L T 000294/100 C ancellation and R e-ins tatement of 
S ervices  North of Q ueen’s  P ark 

1982-1986 
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